(c) Intervener “Claimant 


That the respondent firearms did not be coerce forfaited 
to the United States merely because of being the subject of 
the record entry which admittedly showed the name A. Hidell 
or A. J, Hidell rather than Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Fact Stipulation. 

(a) The respondent 5,5 ns. Harm 1 i cho r=Csr eono Military Rifle, 
serial number C2766, was used to kill President John F, Kennedy 

on November 22, 1963. This rifle was found by Dallas County officers 
in the Ter as School Book Depository, Dallas, Texes , cn November 22, 

1963. This rifle was delivered to the Dallas Police Department 
and then to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(b) The respondent ,38 Special S’JtJ Victory Model Revolver, serial 
number 7510210, was used to kill Dallas Police Officer J, D. Tippett 
on November 22, 1963. This revolver wa 3 seised from Lea Harvey 
Oswald, in Dallas, Texas, by officers of the Dallas Police Department. 
Thi3 revolver was then delivered to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(c) The respondent 6.5 mm. Matmllchar=>Carcano Military Rifle, 
s/n C2766, was purchased by mail order on or about March 20, 1963, 
by Lee Harvey Oswald, who used the acme A. Hidell, and the address 
of P. 0. Box 2915, Dallas, Texas, is ordering such firearm. This 
rifle was purchased from Klein’s Sporting Goods, Inc., Chicago, 

Illinois. 

(d) Hie respondent .33 Special Sen-? Victory Model Revolver was 
purchased by nail order during the period January 27, 1963, to 
March 13, 1963, by Lee Harvey Oswald, using the name A. J. Hidell, 
and the address of P. 0. Bex 2915, Dallas, Texas. This revolver 


was purchased from Seaport Traders, Inc., a division of George Rose 
and Company, Inc, . Los Angeles, California. 

(e) Lae Harvey Oswald was the subscriber for ?. 0. Bex 2915, Dallas 
Texas, and the orders for the respondent firearms were in the hand- 
writing and handprinting of Lee Harvey Oswald. 


(f) A» Hidsll, Ac J. Hid-allj Alek J. Hide!!, and Alek Jarres 
Eideii arc names used by Lee Harvey Oswald as an alias, 

(g> Klein's Sporting Goods, Inc., Chicago, Illinois, is a dealer 
in firearms and has held a license under Section 503, Title 15, 
United States Code, since 1961. As such licensed dealer in. fire- 
arms, Klein’s Sporting Goods, Inc. mas and is required by Section 
503(d), Title 15, United States Cede, and Sections 177.51-53 o£ 

Title 26, Code of Federal Regulations, to keep complete, accurate, 
and adequate records of the receipt and disposition of firearms, 
shewing. among other things, the acre and address of the person, 
to whom the firearm is sold. Klein’s Sporting Goods, Inc. , 

Chicago, Illinois, did keep the records required of a firearms 
dealer, but, as to respondent 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Military 
Rifle sold to Lee Harvey Oswald, these records showed this firearm 
as sold to A. Hidell, 

(h) Seaport Traders, Inc., a division of George Rose and Company, 
Inc., Lc 3 Angeles, California, is a dealer in firearms, and, at 
the time of the sale cf the respondent revolver, held a license 
under Section 903, Title 15, United States Code. As such licensed 
dealer in firearms, Seaport Traders, Inc. was and is required by 
Section 903(d), Title 15, United States Cods, and Sections 177.51-53 
of Title 26, Cede cf Federal Regulations, to keep complete, accurate, 
and adequate records cf the receipt and disposition of firearms, 
showing, among other things, the name and address of the parson to 
whoa the firearm is sold. Seaport Traders, Inc., Los Angeles, 
California, did keep the records required of a firearms dealer, 
but, as to the respondeat .23 Special Sc U Victory Model Revolver , 



(5) Contested Issues of Fact. 

Did firearms become forfeited by reason, of being the 
subject of inaccurate record entries as to name of purchaser? 

<6) Contested Issue of Lav, 

If statute and regulations require dealer to keep complete, 
accurate, and adequate records of disposition of firearms, and 
dealer was given false information as to name of purchaser, was 
firearm, that was sold and recorded in falsa name, involved in 
violation of act requiring such record keeping? 

(7) Exhibits. 

None. 

(8) Witnesses. 

None. Complete stipulation of facts. 

(9) No jury trial. 

(1C) Amendment to Pleadings. 

Nona. 

(11) Additional Matters to Aid in Disposition cf the Action. 

None. 

(12) Probable Length of the Trial. 

It is anticipated that oral argument only will be had. Two 
hour maximum. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

MELVIN M. DIGGS 
United States Attorney 


By: 3. H. Timmins , Jr. 

Assistant United States Attorney 


william C. Garrett 
Attorney for Claimant 
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John W. Douglas 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 



Attention: Stanley D. Rose 

Herbert E. Hoffman 

Chief, legislative and Legal Section 

Office of the Deputy Attorney General 


H.&. 9545, Legislation to Provide for 
the Acquisition of Evidence Relating 
to the Assassination of President Kennedy 


Oct. 14, 1965 



John J. King, who purchased the rifle and pistol 
used by Oswald, has circulated among all Senators the 
attached statement which he submitted to the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

I understand that Senator Simpson of Wyoming, 
and perhaps others, plan to question the desirability of 
this legislation for the reasons set forth in Hr. King’s 
statement. 


The Senate Judiciary Committee has requested 
that we supply any suggested rebuttal material for use 
by the floor manager of the bill when it is debated. 

I would appreciate any suggestions you may 
have and since we do not know just when the bill will 
be called up for debate it is essential that I have 
your suggestions as soon as possible. Counsel has 
indicated there is a possibility the bill will be called 
up tomorrow. 

Please have your reply hand carried directly 
to ny office. 

Attachment 


Also referred to OLC and Criminal (Carl Belcher) . 
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Mr. Vinson 


Director, Federal Sdreaa. cf Issvsstig&ticas 


Fred ft. Vinson, Jr* 

Assistant Attorney General 
Crisis a! Divisiori 

S. 8* v* One 65 ass* Hsniillcher'-Carcana 
Military Jtiile, Model yl-38. Serial So, 
CZ?66, with Apparteaascea, and <aaa .33 
Special S & If Victory Medal SevaLver, 
Serial Ko. V51D210, tsith Appurtsnancco . 
ig«£» Teaass r- Ub^l ef Information) . 
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In the answer to tbs Libel of IrdfenKatdcsx in the 
captioned esno the Claimant a&dta that Lee Sarray Oswald 
used a nss&e other than “Lee Harvey Oswald** in purchasing the 
WBapccs. Gfadgast further states that the ao used ms 
*A, J. Hidell :f or *A. Ilid all ,'•* by vhiah rueae lie frequently 
vent. 


will i^ppredat© receiving ary inf cassation you agy 
have ccneernlng the alleged use of «A. J. HidaLl** or 8 A. 
Htd a ll * ty Cevald, esnepi, of course with respect to the 
use cf such na s sa when purchasing the weapons. 
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Deputy Attorney Gernral 


Fred SU Vlases, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney Qet^ral 
CriadLral Division 

H.R. 951*5, Legislation to Pry rids 
for the Acquisition of Svideaca 
relating to the Assassination of 
President Senredy 




T. 10/15/65 

October IS, 1965 


JgVtELSifef 


D. A. K. 





La response to the inquiries sad© ly »*• Eoffcsaa, the 
iblloatog is ruheitted. 

. .V: ■:• . • , ‘ <••’••• 

1. A article 1, Section 23 of the Texas Constitution provides i 
'Every citizen shall have the right to ksep and bear aras in the 
la*fal dafence of kUaelf or the State} but tea Legislature shell 
bare power by lav to regulate the waring of area, vita a viav to 
prevent arise** 

In v. State, Cl§f3> 33 tax. 535* defendant 

convUtecT ot' violatiou 'o£' a Lett regarding carrying of fJrearrse. 

The Justice of tbs Peace imposed a fine of $25, tbs Jud^arr.t 
re qu i r i ng in pert that defendant deliver to the court the 
pistol he *aa convicted of canning and that the sheriff bold 
it until the judjaaset use complied xLth. The appellate court 
held that the portion of the Judgment regarding forfeiture of 
the weapon ms void as contrary to the Texas Constitution. t. M> 
ths Judgafeat could properly bare bees that the defendant remain in 
custody until payaect of the fine, the Judgment actually imposed 
aas improper and apparently violative of duo process under Texas 
lav* r .- ; 

Ia Jeasingg v. Stats, (iSfl) 5 Tex. Cr. S. 2?6, defendant was 
convicted under' 1 ' a ataiuie ("6512 Paschal*# Digest*) for unlawfully 
carrying a pistol about his ersoa. The statute provided that in 
casa of conviction, "defendant for the first offence, shall bo fined 
aot Isas t hm $25 nor mate then $100, and shall forfait to tfaa county 


CC: Records 
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Mr. Sledge 
Hiss Brookley 
Mr. Vinson 
Policy Pile 
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fee weapoo cp mspozs m found on or about Ms person,* It vaa 
keld, la view of tee Texas Constitution, Art* X, Sec. 23, feat -foe 
forfeiture portion of -fee statute was void as sot being within the 
scops of legislative authority. 

The purtLncot portion of tbs Texas Constitution remains *# it 
so* in 13?3 (see Veroon*s Constitution of the State of Texas, 

Annotated, ?eX» 1, ??. kfl-k$h)+ There «r* various Texes statutes 
is fores regarding unlawful carrying of J&rszrm (sm Texas Penal 
Cods, Articles 1*33 fersu^h JbB5te), but apparently they do cot purport 
to sat&oriss forfeiture of stcli weapons. It is subedited that this 
portion of fee *MH of Sights* of fee Texas Constitatioa has nothing 
whatever to do vife principles of esinest doaaic as exercised by the 
Stats of Texas or the United States. 

2. The principles of ealcsnt fccaia hove bstm recognised 
sloes earliest tines, 1/ aed It is recognised that mt only reel 
estate hot also personal property is subject to coocescaticn osier 
tbs poser of es&seat domain. ^ Vblle m can find no instance there 
itimm of personal property, anceoaected with land c mdacr-a tiojs cr with 
the exorcise of fee me poser, etc., have ben ceedesioed, the brood 
l&Xgusgs need by authorities to disease the eminent domic paver indicate 
that the soveraigs has tbs right to take acylhix^ provided just ciwpessa- 
tioo is paid and provided tbs taking is far s public use. Amass lag 
public use and public purpose to bo oae and fee sase thing, the pewar 
of tbs sovereign hare seem clear. Inasmuch as the public w here 
uoold ba to preserve these significant ltasa of personal property so 
that fee history at a dark day is fee lift of the country would be 
preserved, tad sicca fee Govcr assent conceded!/ can condemn land for - 
historic-site purposes, fears is bo mm fey fee Sevsrrcsent cannot 
do the ms Kith respect to persons! Horn ef historic vale* 


XeHHnTXaw ' 3T SaiceWi 1 

S ccsiri, 2 H ^'mT 


TaTed., 7el. I (l?0?)j Bills, 


2/ Uni tod states v. gas titer Collier ies Co. , 262 U,S, 3il {S»vy 
retpuLslticn'^o coal uatfer' a' war btos A ctT^ '-united 3 ta te s v. Buffalo Pitta 
Co., 2 % O.S. 226 (traction engine used on a re claim t&a profcctJi eat 



gcotaota ceat»d - M-yey mx, h7 1?«S« 907 Oosetts#* taken 

9* port of « pdb&is r<aa<i)i gi31S5 r. S tat tea, 236 F* Bepp* lif7 

(laborer's «ertrlcea)| Saltk* !S&T 'v» £tatga» 1 (Ct» Cl*} 1 Ij5 F* 

Supp. 226 (tmcte*)§ Saiiy y» halted CtajeaV ' '(dCTci* ) 90 F. Supp* 699 
(ercpa of aquagfr ea JSSOa cos&ac iiaa of airport} » 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNME. 

Memorandum 

to : Frank Taylor 


'''N 

DEPA, .. MENT OF JUSTICE 


date: October 15, 1965 



subject: 


Richard Braun 


I have delivered the memorandum on the assassination 
weapons to Herb Hoffman. After reading it he has two additional 
questions. 

One concerns Texas State law. He would like further infor- 
mation as to what this statute provides, whether it is still in effect, 
whether there is any new Texas statutory law regarding forfeiture 
of items utilized in the perpetration of crime, and whether there 
are any more recent cases than the two cited by you. 

Secondly, he would appreciate having citations to the types 
of property you cite at the top of page 2 as having been taken by 
the Government, i. e. , what authority can you give him for these 
various items? 

Please check into this right away and let me know what you 
come up with. Thanks. 
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Tr u 
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Deputy Attorney Gsasral 
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fred ft. Vinson, Jr* 

Assistant Attorney Geaerel 
Oiairal Division 

H.fi. 95^5, Legislation As Provide 
for the Acqsisitian of Svidsnce 
relating to tbs AsseasinAtioa ef 
President Kennedy 
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- Hr. ling dales that this proposed legialattee *is a cXaar 
and essdetakeafcle effort on the part, of the funeral OsvsrasBmt 
4s override) tisa statutory prorlalejxa of the State of Tea at, and 
to asanas onto Itself car tala powers properly end blatcrically 
rested ia the State** Ve do not know precisely *h*t Hr* Eia^ has 
la edod la this respect. Perhaps he has refsrsauc to the fed that 
oador Judicial decisions of Tessa courts * fbrsaer Act of the State 
presiding that the weapon found c® or about tba eearictsd person 
should he forfeited to the State is oascosatltutlecal (Kadaborgh r. 

Texas* t#x. 535 1 Jocnlnse y, State, g Or, ft* 293). thoao dedelons 
struck Cos® the f orfsllura n provdslea '"of the Act because of Section 23, 
Art* I of the Texas Ceostitaiion (the right to bear ares); 

It Is of interest to note, however, that this provision of the 
Texas Constitution Is sfatllag to tha Second Aaendaa&t to the {institution 
of the Qhlted States, yet Cc&grees enacted 10 WC 3611 under which a 
fiidral court say, la eddtLoo to the penalty provided for Dyer Act 
efftnse* (siotor vehicles) car for eoaetiting felonies »*slBst; the Sfeitsd 
States irvalvl&g the use of fir serf"*, order the cenilscaUea scad 41#- 
peoal of tbrwgm asd asaausitioa jfotmdi la the possession or under 
the iassediate control of the defendant at the ttsa of his arrest, 

t doobt if be has referent* to the above situation since Qs«*ld*e 
guilt or iasocence has error been Judicially deter aired • vfcst ha 
probably argues is that the ©Awrrehip end poosoealon of personal 
epeperty is <a*d should be controlled eacelasiveiy by state lew. Bus 
'the sovereign has a right to take anything provided Jost eospessatiea 
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U paid sad provided the taking is far * public use. Coal fee been 
rsfiiisitioned unde? a *sr Urn Aet| « traction esgice t&ksss ca a 
rselaasstioa pr&ieotj bridges bars bssn takes aa part «f a public 
rosd, etc* Into the Haas* category have fallen lawyers* services, 
track* end craps* Too, under the Kiaisric Sites Act {26 3SS ii£l 
at* saf*} Congress baa aaikarisod the Secretary ®f tbs Xstariar to 
sc^sire by gift* debase «®r s&eridse* any property, personal or 
(ML 

Hear is this proposed legislation in tbs Bctnre of a private 
HH »specdfl««13y designed to reverse tbs inevitable eateoae of 
a civil action nos properly Defers a felted States Ms iris t Ceaart** 
that the statesssnb fails to point out is that this proceeding, 
instituted by Sing in tbs District of Colorado to recover possession 
of the weapons froa tbs Attorney General sea, ec October 3, l?65 r 
stayed on action of tbs Sorer unset until ferfeiiart proceedings is 
tbs Northern District of fSsaa ana finally concluded. 

-vi 

In tfca Texas proceedings tbs Sever os»esb has filed a libel of 
isfwasstlea to forfeit tbs aes peso used ia tbs slaying of tbs 
Sreaiesst and OffLaer Tilsit ec tbs ground that lee Harvey fisscald 
used a fictitiotfs case in purshasiag the sans- ffeeargSelsrs* Usder 
specific federal statutes these wmpoea ore aubj»*ct to ferfeiturs 
baeaass of that fact* these statutes, thssgb £?&$&£&& attacked 
«* eoe s t lta ti gcal grounds, bar* Always be«a sust&insd by the cearts* 
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Fred M, Vinson, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General Oct. 14, 1965 

Criminal Division 

Attention: Carl W. Belcher 

Herbert E. Hoffman 

Chief, Legislative and Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

H.R. 9545, Legislation to Provide for 
the Acquisition of Evidence Relating 
to the Assassination of President Kennedy 


John J. King, who purchased the rifle and pistol 
used by Oswald, has circulated among all Senators the 
attached statement which he submitted to the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee. 

I understand that Senator Simpson of Wyoming, 
and perhaps others, plan to question the desirability of 
this legislation for the reasons set forth in Mr. King*s 
statement. 


The Senate Judiciary Committee has requested 
that we supply any suggested rebuttal material for use 
by the floor manager of the bill when it is debated. 

I would appreciate any suggestions you may 
have and since we do not know just when the bill will 
be called up for debate it is essential that I have 
your suggestions as soon as possible. Counsel has 
indicated there is a possibility the bill will be called 
up tomorrow. 

Please have your reply hand carried directly 
to my office. 


Attachment 
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STATEMENT OF JOHN j. KING 
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
REGARDING H. R. 9545, UNION CALENDAR NO. 366 


Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, I am John 
J. King, the present owner cf the rifle and pistol used to such 

*r 

tragic purpose dv Lee Harvey Oswald in Dallas on November 22, 

1963. I wish to express my thanks to ycur Chairman and to all. 

' ■ > 

of you for having granted me the privilege cf appearing before you 

in opposition to H. R. 9545, a Bill relating to the preservation of 
evidence pertaining to the assassination of President Kennedy - a 
privilege once promised me but subsequently denied by the House 
Subcommittee to which it wa3 referred. 


H. R. 9545, while it appears to be a routine Bill, is really 
a most extraordinary piece of proposed legislation; one which 
merits a most careful analysis, and consideration by this dis- 
tinguished Committee. 


Firstly, inasmuch as it in a clear and unmistakable effort - 
cn the part of the Federal Government to override tbs statutory 
provisions r f the state of Texas, and to assume unto itself certain 
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would invite further Federal transgression into this important fie 


Secondly, by seeking to take full advantage of honest emotions, 
this Bill would extend the right of eminent domain to personal !> * 
property, and thereby establish a most dangerous precedent and a 
basic threat to the future security c-f all personal property rights. 

If enacted, it would invite future confiscatory legislation, directed 
at personal property of whatever nature, selected at the whim of 
the executive branch. 


Thirdly, it is unusually non-specific. It dees net identify 
the items which it seeks to condemn, nor dees it define the ulti- 
mate disposition of these items. In short, it grants carte blanche 
to the Attorney General for selection and to the Administrator of 
General Services for disposition cf the unidentified items with 
which it is concerned. Accordingly, if enacted, it would signifi- 
cantly accelerate the relentless shift of authority from the legis- 
lative to the executive branch. 


Fourthly, it is an attempt retroactively to correct, at dm 
jxper.ee of private citizens, certain pant executive oversights, 
rouse Report Mo. ..313, which accompanies this Bill, m eludes a 
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steps to provide ?or .Federal* retention -of, certain items.. of, evidences b : ' y 
- y This- is substantiated bv a latter from \. Lee Rankin to -the Acting-' '1 ' - 
Attorney General written cn left-over Warren Commission stationery, A "y 
dated a month and a half after die Warren Commission had com- 
pleted its work according to its own letter to the President. This 
Bill was requested by the Justice Department over seven months 
after the receipt of Mr. Rankin's letter. . ' • ' , 


H, R. 9545 and its accompan^nng Report No. S13 claim ss 
ita public purpose the preservation of items of evidence in order 
to substantiate the conclusions arrived at by the Warren Commission.' 
Public pronouncements by spokesmen of the Justice Department have 
suggested the possibility of a future re-examination of the evidence. 
The weapons with which I am personally concerned have been sub- 
jected to every known relevant test and analysis by impeccably 
qualified experts. The conclusions reached by the Warren Com- 
mission on the basis of the testimony of these experts have been 
widely read and fully accepted - except by a miniscule fringe of 
irresponsible and unqualified critics. No further tests or analyses 


are needed. None have been made to my knowledge cn previous 
presidential assassination weapons. Sulfur casts have already been 
made of the rifle chamber. They can easily be made of tht 
velvet chambers and of the bores of both weapons. Bolt face 
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impressions can be made of the* rifle and breachplate impressions 
can be made cf the revolver. These things, combined with the 
various cartridge cases and related bullet 3 are all that the Govern- 
ment would ever need for any future ballistic re -examination. 
Further, no request has ever been made cf me or of the Oswald 
Estate regarding our attitudes toward the gift, loan, or sale to 
the Government cf any cf our property for which it may feel a 
subsequent need. For myself, I would of course he more than 
willing to allow federal authorities to examine the weapons from 
time to time and to conduct further tests on them should the need 
therefor be truly felt, provided, of course, that adequate as- 
surances were made that the weapons be not further mutilated, cr 
altered, or displayed publicly. 

The Attorney General’s aforementioned letter to die Speaker 
alludes to the fact that allegations and theories contrary to the 
conclusions of the Warren Commission feed on secrecy and un- 
certainty • and I certainly agree with this, it is, however, of 
interest to me that the present governmental custody cf the as- 
sassination rifle has been characterized by the utmost secrecy. 

The FEI refused so responsible a journal as LIFE magazine to 
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which killed President McKinley * was acquired by private inter- 
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ests; while two - the derringer which killed President Lincoln and 
the revolver which killed President Garfield - were taken over by 
the Federal Government since those two assassinations occurred 
in the District of Columbia and were hence subject to Federal 
jurisdiction. Only two of these three historic weapons survive - 
die privately-owned McKinley assassination revolver and the 
federally-owned Lincoln assassination derringer. History thus 
accords private custody twice as good a record of preservation ' 
as.it accords governmental custody. 


During the discussion on the floor cf the House - it cannot 
properly be called a debate since only the pro, side participated 
some consideration was given (as it most certainly should' have 
been) to the eventual cost to the Taxpayers of this Bill. The 
figure of $10,000 was bandied about as an approximate value of 
the two weapons with which I am personally concerned. These 
two weapons are unquestionably the two most carefully documented 
and most valuable in the world today. From a Collector's point 
of view, they are to the field of firearms what the Mona Lisa is 
to the field cf painting, what La Pieta is to the field of sculpture, 
and what the Hope Diamond is tc the field of gems. In, short, they 
are invaluable. Discounting their exhibition value throughout th ? 
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greatly in excess OJE a million dollars. Copied with the value of 
• the weapons themselves, consideration must also be given to the 
value of some of the other items concerned, principally owned, • ... d ; y., 

insofar as' I know, by the Oswald Estate.- For example, a measure ' ' . • - 
of the value of the original manuscripts of Oswald’s 2-page Farewell , .... 
Note, of his 12-page "Historic Diary", and cf his 17 -page Undelivered 
Speech may be gleaned from the fact that a miscellaneous Oswald ? - y 
letter - an item considered of so little importance by the Warren 
Commission that it did not even attempt to retain it - brought $3, C09 . .. 
at a recent auction. It would appear from this that the Oswald •>. '. 
..... papers alone have a value of something over 5 ICO, COO. If the pro-' „.l. - 
posed legislation is passed and its Constitutionality confirmed, the V 
Constitutional guarantee of just compensation will result in an ‘ y > _ 
expenditure of a sraggering amount of Taxpayers’ dollars for the ■yb : ';. r 
acquisition of materials for which the Government honestly has no 
.•further conceivable need. 


Finally, this proposed legislation is in the nature cf a 
Private Bill, specifically .designed to reverse the inevitable outcome 
cf a civil action now properly before a United States District Court. 
This Bill was proposed by the Defendant in that action after the ' 
Complaint had been properly filed, and the Bill’s pendency before 
the Congress has been relied upon by the Defendant in .seeking 


r d f n • — ■ hi-j -d. >, vc-.-., y,- '• 

•A ~ l. .... .• -r i-ta i- , J. it. i - ■ iV i,v w 
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Defeadenc’s counsel 'was privileged tp appear before the fiouse Sub 
committee in support of this Bill, and that Plaintiff’s counsel was 


rot privileged to appear in opposition thereto. In other words, .you 
are here concerned with a clear . attempt on the -part of a Defendant, 


of the executive branch, . to shift the 


enue in' a civil 


United; States District Court in which it was properly 


action from tl: 


brought by the Plaintiff, a private citizen, to the very halls of 


To my view, this is an outrageous attempt to circumvent 


even: a direct insult to - the system o 


checks and balances between the three branches of our Govern 


The late President Kennedy himself said: 

r ’Our Constitution wisely assigns both 


separate roles to each branch of the Government; 

- and a President and a' Congress who hold each ’• i ,1 

■ - other in mutual respect will neither permit nor C t 

. attempt any trespass, ” v 1 ' - D-D r :> ; 

•• ■ . '■ ■ . . ■. • . V- \ ■ 

V •.. * . . % . '' ’ • * • ■ '■ ‘ t ^f / 

In conclusion, H. R. 9545 constitutes an insipient threat to - 1 

States Rights, to Personal Property Rights, and to our system of 
checks and balances. It represents a totally unjustified waste of 


the Taxpayers’ money. . It should not be enacted. 
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129-11 


Typed: 10/1U/65 



Hr. Melvia K» Diggs 
United States Attorney 
Dallas! Toxss 


Attention i Hr. B. B» Timing, Jr. 

Assistant U. S. Attorney 




CC: 

Records 


Ess Civil Ho. CA 3-1171, U.5. v. One 

6.5 s». ’iannlishar-Garcano Itilitary 
Rifla, Modsl 71-38, Serial Ho. C2766, 
Vith Apptsrtenanccs, and One .33 Special 
S A W Victory Model Revolver, Serial 
go, 7510210, Vlth Appurtenances . 


Dear Hr. Diggs* 


Pursuant to Hr, Ttaarlna* request we are attaching a 
certified copy of the order of October 8, 1965 entered by 
the United States District Court for the District of Colorado 
in King v. Hicholaa da 3. Katzeabach, Attorney General (Civil 
Ho* VJu&8}« 



Va oare also advised by the Civil Division that a transcript 
of the hearing oa the defendant’s notion to disnisa in the King 
natter has been ordered and u« will sake the sane available to 
in the near future. 

Sincerely, 


Chrono 

Celia 


FRED H. VIUSCH, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 



Byt 

CARL y.% BELCHER 
(2iisf, General Crises Section 



Enclosure 



PLEASE ADDRES8 ALL, MAIL W 
ITSTTKD STATES ACTiSRXKT 

p. o. box ms* 


jStaies ^BeparintEtti of ^justice - 


Cl-627-^5 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 


Northern District or Texas 
DALLAS X. TEXAS 

October 8, 1965 




Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimea Section 
Original Bivisim 


Departaentof Justice 
W&ehirigton, D. C. 20530 


Be: Civil So. CA 3-1171, U.S. v. toe- 6.5 mb. Mannlieber- 
Cansaao Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial 2b. 02766 , 
With Appurtenances, and toe ,33 Special S & 7 Victory 
Modal Revolver, Serial So. 7510210, With Appurtenances. 
Dept. Ref; fWrJJCOa 129-11 

Bear Mr. Belcher: 


Enclose d are teg photostat ic copies of pleadings filed today in the 
captioned case on behalf of John J. Sing. The Clerk's Office has 
closed until Monday and 1 hove not bad these papers certified. If 
you need certified copies, please advise as and I sill obtain them 
sod forward those to you early next meek. 

X have received the Motion to Dismiss and acccspenyina nsMo arenfla in - 
the Beaver suit which you mailed to as on October 5 . I base arraign- 
ments scheduled and will he in Court all day Monday, October 11, but 
will discuss tbs pleadings filed by Sing here today with you by tele- 
phone on Tuesday car Wednesday of next week. 

Yours very truly, 

Melvin M. Biggs 
United States Attorney 



Sncloeure* 


/ / 

I ! 

I 


3. H. Tixodse, Jr., Assistant 
United States Attorney 


/ 
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T~ 
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Mailing Address 
P. O. Box 1776 
Telephone 297-4184 
(Area Code 303) 


AIR MAIL October 13, 196? 

Joseph J. Celia, Esq. 

Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Re: King v. Katzenbach 

Civil No. 9168 
145-12-959 


IN REPLY REFER TO 


9168 

lmh/i 


ms 


( 3ttmi£h Jssfetps ^Beparimetti of JfusiirE 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

District of Colorado 
323 U. S. Court House 
DENVER. COLORADO 80201 


Dear Mr. Celia: 

Pursuant to your request we are enclosing 
herewith 5 certified copies of the Order signed by 
Judge Doyle on October 8, 1965. 

Very truly yours, 


LAWRENCE M. HENRY 
United States Attorney 


Enc . 
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IK THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT CCUBT (!n , to . c n ,.. t . _ nir . 

.united States District Cour: 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO 


F t L' £ D 

States District i 
Denver, Colorado 

OCT 8 1955 


<3. WALTER BOWMAN 

CLERK 


30HH J. M, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) 

) 

HICEOIAS deB. KAIZEHBACH, ) 

Attorney General of t'ne ) 

"United States, ) 

Defendant . ) 


JCV. 


D£R. CL£fi< 


Civil Action No. 9163 
ORDER 


Upon, consideration of defendant's Motion to Dismiss 
Plaintiff’s Complaint Or, Alternatively, To Stay Further Proceedings, 
and the plaintiff and defendant having appeared by William C. Garrett 
and James S. Holmberg, and Fred William Brogula and Lawrence M. Henry, 
respectively, and the Court, after hearing argument and being advised, 
laving determine! that if tie forfeiture proceedings occurring in the 
"United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas are 
adjudicated valid this Court is ousted of its jurisdiction over the 
subject matter of plaintiffs complaint, in that it lacks jurisdiction 
over the specific property involved herein, it is hereby 

ORDERED that defendant ’ s motion to stay further proceedings 


is granted and that further proceedings herein are suspended, and this 
fiie is closed until the forfeiture proceedings in the Northern District 


are finally concluded; and it is _ , _ , T - 

-.i.v J g T' -sw^fc- -CtO. xvi-Hv /UL — iwC zi-7 ' 

■5MBTHSR ORDERED that this proceeding may be reopened after 
the conclusion of the Texas proceedings upon a showing of good cause 
by plaintiff herein; and it is 

fU Kl'fciER ORDERED thac defendant shall have 20 days from the 
A) p -L- r e a^y order reopening this proceeding in which to move, answer or 

otherwise plead, to plaintiff’s complaint . 


of Texas 


DA.TSD at Denver, 

entered 

on -the: docket 
OCT 8 1365 

G. yv ALTER 30 W M A N 

BY -i-'-- , o . ,-H C UERK . 

v ,"' £»t>- CUERK-t ' ‘ 


Colorado, this day of October, - 


strict . 



j/7 


Y'Jft 
/'• 
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DAG 

Mr. Schlei 
Mrs . Copeland 
Mr . S imms 



Honorable Robert F. Kennedy 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Kennedy. 

The Attorney General has asked me to reply to your 
m emo r a ndum which transm itted for the consideration of this 
department a letter 

H WSStBKtKtk relating to t^^availability of copies of the 
so-calle^Warren Commission Report. 


The Report of the President's Commission on the Assas- 
sination of President Kennedy (Warren Commission) was pub- 
lished and distributed to the public. Copies of the Report 
may be purchased from. the Superintendent of Documents, United 
States Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 2CA02. 
The paper bound edition sells for $2.50 and the clothbound 
edition sells for $3.25. The Commission also published 26 
additional volumes containing hearings and exhibits of the 
Commission, and an index thereto. Those volumes may also 
be purchased in sets from the Superintendent of Documents. 


Accordingly, it appears that 


| has probably 


been misinformed concerning public access to the Commission ’a 


Report* 



that frhi* will be of assistance to you. 
latter is returned herewith. 



Sincerely, 


Herbert A. Schlei 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 

[ryspTP and .Wuzd] 
eOaG4DjJiCATTON8 &3C. ! 

OCT 7 JQff/j (JET 1 

— -2 : j 
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IfeXvla M. Biggs 

K2. s t£S Attoraey 


Attention 1 Xr. Bi H. Timmins, Jr. 

Assistant U. S. Attorney 


Ret One 6,5 mra. Mannllcher- 
Carcano Military Rifle, 
llodel 91-38, Serial Ho. 

• 02766, With Appurtenances, 

end One .38 Special SAW 
Victory Model Revolver, 
Serial Ho. V51Q210, With 
Appurtenances 

Rear Mr. Diggs* 


Enclosed are certain documents furnished to 
the Criminal Division by the Civil Division pertaining 
to actions taken by John J. King In Denver and the 
Government 1 3 response to Its cmstie^im^C^'^We are 
Informed by the Civil Division that King expressed his 
Intention to proceed before the district court In Dallas 
to have that court defer Its Jurisdiction In your for- 
feiture case In favor of the district court in Denver 
proceeding with priority. 


He anticipate the papers to be filed by King 
In will take much the same position as was taken 
In the enclosures. 


Rec ords 


Chrono 

Mr, Belcher (2j 
Mr. Drogulaj Civil 


Division 
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Ye are further informed by the Civil Division 
that the district court in Denver is entering an order 
staying all proceedings in Denver until completion of 
the forfeiture proceedings in Dallas. A copy of this 
order will be furnished to you whan obtained by us. 

Ye would appreciate your review of these 
materials in preparation of Sing contesting the Juris- 
diction of your court and would also appreciate your 
giving us prompt notice and a copy of all papers filed 
by King in Dallas. — .... 

Sincerely* 

FRED H. VIHSOU* JT. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 



By* 

CARL V. BELCHER 
Chief, General Crimes Section 



* 
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October 5, 1965 


RECEIVED 

OCT? 195 

CRIMINAL UlVl&Uh 


Department of Justice 
Washington, D. 0. 2C530 

Attn: Mr, Herbert J. Miller, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


Dear Mr. Miller: 




li 
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Please advise the present situation pretaining to the 
miscellaneous articles and personal property as covered 
(Exhibit # 2U6U, Volume XV, pages 63?, 6k0)? 

I, frankly, oar. not understand the delay in returning 
of these items. I urge an immediate decision T*ith the return 
of these items by the Department of Justice. 


When cooperation was asked of me, it was- given fully 
with no ifs, buts, or delays. I expect the same consideration. 


Very truly yours, 



Robert I. Oswald 
Box 28 


RO/bs 




OCT 8 1965 
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September 30, 1965 


Um*-* ' - • 

MEMORANDUM FOR 



Mr. Lawrence R. Houston 
General Counsel, CIA 


For your information, I am enclosing 
a copy of a letter dated September 29 from 
the Acting Archivist to the Office of Legal 
Counsel of this Department regarding certain 
letters and other documents of Lee Harvey 
Oswald which are being offered for sale by 
Charles Hamilton. 

Thank you for bringing this to our 
attention. 


Harold F. Rei3 


Enclosure 

r 

br / 

i 
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


National Archives and Records Service 


Mr. Charles ?. Simms 
Office of legal Counsel 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Simms: 

This is in response to jour telephone call of September 2k, to Dr. Rhoads 
of our staff with regard to certain letters and other documents of Lee 
Harvey Oswald that are being offered for sale on September 30, 1965, by 
Charles Hamilton, the New York manuscript dealer. 

We have examined the records of the Warren Commission to determine whether 
any of the items being offered for sale have been unlawfully removed from 
the Commission's files. We found that some of them were examined by the 
Commission during the course of Mrs. Marguerite Oswald's testimony (see 
attached copy of letter from J. Lee Rankin to Mrs. Oswald dated June 30, 
196k), and copies of them were made , by or for the Commission for use as 
exhibits. Mrs. Oswald was permitted to retain the originals. We are 
returning herewith a copy of the oages from Charles Hamilton's catalog 
that you sent us, annotated to show the Oswald items being offered for 
sale that we have been able to identify as Commission exhibits. 

Also attached is a copy of a telegram from Mr. Rankin to Mrs. Marina 
Oswald, dated September 2k, 196k, which supports the assumption that in 
certain cases the Commission acquired for its files copies rather than 
originals of items of evidence. 


Washington, D.C. 20408 

September 29, 1965 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 



\ 


Our examination of the records of the Warren Commission has not discovered 
evidence that the Oswald items described by Mr. Hamilton have been wrong- 
fully alienated from the Federal Government. If the Department of Justice 
has reason to believe that an 'unlawful act has been committed, however, we 
assume that the Federal Bureau of Investigation will be asked to investi- 
gate the matter. 
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Elis vill confirm our toicohcro ccuyorcatiait in which 
1 adviced you that nary cf tin copies which wo rrda~of crd-ibits 
Enrlod in your testimony are of rush poor reality that tiny iry 
sot to legibly repre&aad in tie Inhibit volurns^vhich -ill icrr 


a pert of cur report. 


accordance with our rsrsanont, pi 


would cpruaeiato it very such if, in 


ita with tin 1 lias 


office cf tin Federal Bureau of Itr.matipatierj go that they . 1 . ' 
ode clear photographs of certain cf these eriiilits fer issf -shot 
in the appropriate volumes cf cur report. 

> 

I enclose for your use isteroo a loot era < 1 * 2 c .-» 
tho enMbita of which the 131 will v.:.rt to :ri- thototr ; ~cWea. 
You ray be assured that the 131 will rule those caries cl: suoh 
conditions that none cf your cuhibits will co r envoi ffeei ■'■our 
presence at any tire. - 


Your cocpc-raticn is appreciated. 


ecara 


J. Leo Ihinhin 
General Counsel-, 


JXH: >HL:^h:ht 
6 - 29 - 64 - 
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Lei ter Cro-ct Lee 03*?sld to Marjiurriio 
Cswalu dated Jsnsary 22- ssd tsalojzi 
la eav-sloye sostaasrlssd °;%;iacL. - 
January 23, 1562, 7 

Letter frsm Lae Oswald to LSargaeriia 
Oswald dated Jarrsary 20 and oscloscd 
2a saveloys ysa^arlrsd” Minsk - 
January 20* 19^2*” 

Letter from. Lee Oswal d to btertyaarSte 
Oswald dated February 1* 1 553. 

2- pa^-e latter ss-om Lae Oswald io 
Marguerite Oswald dated February 5* 1552, 

2«-yo£s Letter from Leo Oswald to 
Mar—srrlte Oswald dated Fotersary 15, 

X ,’w*« • 

Letter Stars Lee Oswald to Marguerite 
Oswald ■’-.eto '7 -t e br -.* er y 2*» ana 
la oaretefo yasteaarM; d ’ ! -. : losls - 
a cars ary aT* 1 ■,■*>*•• 


156 


157 


2-ys”s letter drora Lee Oswald - 


;2 to 


Msr^-serite Oswald, enclosed la oar* to?* 
jpostraarlral '"Mine it » Marcs 25, 1562.” 

Letter sram aess Oswald vo Iriar'^uss— to 
Oswald tlsteii ijprsl 22 are encicocs m 
cave io ye ysotrriarbsd ‘’Miauls. - 
-dyrU 22, 1552* M 
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Letter from Los Ozwsld datod Jvuso I?, I?X? 

«.‘V4» V*^ Jv «.v v***y Vv w-» J* V— 1 .— •— 

r,. # ^ 


Letts? iVD.:.a L. V-'^iLel to Leo Ca-^sld 
iiiitod July X3, I?--?. 





President's Ccrmission on tbs 
Assassination of President Kennedy 


Oswald. Karina 


L 


Pj-S-J 


.Mrs. Ilarina Oarald 


629 Beltline Hoad 
Pvichardscn, Tenas 

I WAS UTIABLE TO BEACH YOU BY 


rnrr^Tv vv trrr\ g v r / * T“-T 

> ».«« > X V taUX 


ABOUT PHOTOS, IHHTERS, ECCUEHIS ALE OTHER PEH30H.IL HPFECTS. 

WE ARE ARBAI.’C-IEG TO HAYS THESE RETUSEED TO YOU AS SCCH AS IT 
CAH BE DOPE AID ADEQUATELY PROTECT THE REQUHEZ EET3 C? THE 
CCDHBSICII’S REPORT. THIS WILL TAKE A LITTLE TEE TO BE SURE 
THAT COPIES 0? DOOKSS5B ASS SUFPICIEET. SEE PZRSCHAL PROPERTY 

ce;;:ct be ietureed where eecessasy for the report. the 

CCEESSICN IS EOT TAIGLE ALT ACTIOS TO I ETEEFZEE WTTH YOUR 
COPYRIGHT SECSPT TO THE EJECT THAT PUBLICATIGH CP THE REPORT 
HAS ARY SUCH EPPECT. 

RESPECTFULLY, 


J. LEE BASES 
GEEERAL COUHSEL 


J. Lee Ranlin 
General Cox 


543-1400 


9/24/6 


64 


J 



